Waves Unit: Vocabulary

a.  amplitude

b.  angle of incidence

c.  angle of reflection

d.  antinode

e.  compression

f.  constructive interference

g.  crest

h.  destructive interference

i.  diffraction

j.  frequency

k.  hertz

l.  incident wave

m.  interference

n.  law of reflection

o.  physical science

p.  longitudinal wave

q.  medium

r.  node

s.  normal

t.  rarefaction

u.  reflected wave

v.  reflection

w.  refraction

x.  standing wave

y. transverse wave

z. trough

aa.  wave

bb.  wavelength

_____1.  The distance between two consecutive crests or troughs of a wave.

_____2.  The wave that bounces back from a barrier.

_____3.  The bouncing back of a wave after it strikes a barrier that does not absorb the wave’s energy.

_____4.  The unit used to measure wave frequency; also known as one wave per second.

_____5.  The study of physics and chemistry, examples include magnetism and electricity.

_____6.  Number of complete waves, or complete cycles, per unit time.

_____7.  The line drawn perpendicular to the barrier (in a wave reflection diagram)

_____8.  Point at which constructive interference of waves causes maximum energy displacement.

_____9.  High point of a wave; maximum displacement upward of a particle of a medium

_____10 Bending of waves due to a change in speed of the wave.

_____11.  A wave that results when constructive and destructive interference produce stationary nodes and antinodes.

_____12.  A disturbance that transfers energy through matter or space.

_____13.  The low point of a wave; maximum displacement downward of a particle of a medium.

_____14.  Wave in which the motion of the medium is at right angles to the direction of the wave.

_____15.  The maximum distance the molecules of the medium are displaced from their rest position.

_____16.  Angle formed by the incident ray and a line perpendicular to the barrier.

_____17.  Angle formed by the reflected ray and a line perpendicular to the barrier.
_____18.  The bending o waves around the edge of a barrier.

_____19.  Space in a medium in which the molecules are crowded together.

_____20.  A wave consisting of a series of compressions and rarefactions in which the motion of the medium is parallel to the direction of a wave.

_____21.  Any substance or region through which a wave is transmitted

_____22.  Process in which waves combine in such a way that the crests of one wave meet the crest of another wave.

_____23.  Process where two waves arrive at the same point and produce a new, single wave.

_____24.  The wave coming in toward a barrier

_____25.  When two waves combine by the crest of one wave meeting the trough of another.

_____26.  Law that states that the angle of incidence will equal the angle of reflection.

_____27.  The point at which destructive interference of waves results in no energy displacement.

_____28.  Space in a medium in which there are fewer molecules.

